HoffBarthelson Music School

Student Handbook 2018-2019

A Musical Home with a Tradition of Excellence

Hoff-Barthelson Music School was founded in 1944 by Virginia Hoff and Joyce Barthelson, two gifted
musicians who believed that the joy of music and the skills to perform it should be available to everyone.
They left alegacy that has touched the lives of many thousands: a warm, friendly music school dedicated
to the highest standards of music education, performance, and service to the community. Today, we
honor their philosophy and values as Hoff-Barthelson continues to help students of all ages develop

their musical and human potential.

This legacy is the heartbeat of the Hoff-Barthelson community and the animating spirit of our tradition.

Students, parents, faculty, staff, and board members are all important contributors to our community,
striving for excellence in all we do, while establishing lifelong bonds of friendship and instilling a deep

love of music.

| hope you will find the information in this Handbook helpful. Should you have any questions, don't

hesitate to call on any member of our staff for assistance.

Singerely,

Q"5
Ken Cole

Executive Director

Hoff-Barthelson Music School

25 School Lane, Scarsdale, New York 10583
914-723-1169 {www.hbms.org { hb@hbms.org
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2018-2019 School Calendar

Our Music School is based on, but does not replicate, the Scarsdale Public School Calendar. The
differences are necessary for us to ensure two sixteen week semesters.

OPENING DAY Winter Recess:

Wednesday, September 12,2018 Last day of school: Friday, December 21, 2018
School reopens: Monday, January 7, 2019

HOLIDAYS
Martin Luther King Day

Yom Kippur Monday, January 21

Tuesday, September 18

Wednesday, September 19 February Recess:

Last day of school: Saturday, February 16
Columbus Day School reopens: Monday, February 25

Monday, October 8
Spring Recess:

Election Day Last day of school: Saturday, April 13
Tuesday, November 6 School reopens: Monday, April 22
Veteran’s Day Memorial Day Weekend:

Monday, November 12 Last day of school: Friday, May 24

School reopens: Tuesday, May 28
Thanksgiving Recess:
Last day of school: Tuesday, November 20 Summer Arts Program & Summer Lessons:
School reopens: Monday, November 26 Opening Day: Monday, July 1
Closing Day: Friday, August 2

Please be sure that the School has your

primary email address on file, as email
is our primary mode of communication.
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Last Day of Private Lessons

1st Semester
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

2nd Semester
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

32 weeks program
32 weeks program
32 weeks program
32 weeks program
32 weeks program

32 weeks program

32 weeks program
32 weeks program
32 weeks program
32 weeks program
32 weeks program

32 weeks program

Last Day of Group Classes

February 4, 2019
January 29, 2019
January 23,2019
January 17,2019
January 18,2019
January 26, 2019

June 17,2019
June 4, 2019
May 29, 2019
May 23, 2019
May 24, 2019
June 8, 2019

1st Semester
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

2nd Semester
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

30 weeks program
30 weeks program
30 weeks program
30 weeks program
30 weeks program

30 weeks program

30 weeks program
30 weeks program
30 weeks program
30 weeks program
30 weeks program

30 weeks program
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January 28, 2019
January 22,2019
January 16, 2019
January 10, 2019
January 11, 2019
January 19, 2019

June 3, 2019
May 21, 2019
May 15,2019
May 9, 2019

May 10, 2019
May 18,2019
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The Friends of Hoff-Barthelson

The Friends of Hoff-Barthelson functions as a parent and volunteer association for the Music School.
The Friends organization hosts events throughout the year that nurture a supportive and welcoming
environment, creates opportunities for community involvement for parents and children alike, and
provides support that enables the School to provide programming and faculty of the highest caliber.

Annual events hosted by The Friends include Welcome Day (September 15), the Annual Faculty and
Staff Dinner (September 16), the Holiday Music Festival (December 1 & 2), the Elaine Stamas New York
Philharmonic Educational Residency and Recital (April 8). Members of The Friends are also active in our
Parent-to-Parent events during which parents exchange information and advice on issues related to
their children’s education. Members are also active as ambassadors who connect the School with the
broader community and advocate for the importance of high quality music education and the benefits

it provides individuals and communities.

Participating in a Friends event or activity is a great way to get to know other HBMS families, faculty and

staff and to help nurture a positive learning environment for our students.

To learn more about specific volunteer opportunities during the Holiday Music Festival and the Elaine

Stamas New York Philharmonic Educational Residency and Recital, write to friends@hbms.org or fill out

the online volunteer form and someone will be in touch!
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Friends Events 2018-2019

i Welcome Day
Saturday, September 15
Students and their families are welcomed with complimentary refreshments at the HB Friends

Café in the Main Building Lobby. HB merchandise is available for purchase.

9 Faculty and Administrative Staff Dinner
Sunday, September 16
A festive welcome-back dinner for faculty and staff hosted by the Friends at the opening of the

school year.

1 Holiday Music Festival
Saturday, December 1 and Sunday, December 2
A weekend of music and fun at the heart of the HB community... boutiques, raffles,
international foods and music presented by HB student ensembles! Come listen to wonderful

music, shop, eat, enjoy, and help support the School

9 Elaine Stamas New York Philharmonic Educational Residency
Monday, April 8, 2019
Members of the New York Philharmonic spend the afternoon coaching HB student chamber
ensembles, followed by an intimate evening chamber music recital by members of the
Philharmonic. The Friends hosts a dinner for the musicians and the student participants, and a

reception following the recital. The Master Classes and evening recital are open to the public.

1 RING Concerts
Throughout the year
Students, who have been recommended by their teachers, participate in recitals at area

retirement homes and children’s hospitals.
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Recital Dress and Demeanor

Non-Orchestral Recital Attire for Performers

Your personal choice, but please, no sneakers, jeans, sweatshirts, sweatpants, or shorts.

Orchestral Performance Attire

Concert attire — white shirts, black pants or skirts, dress shoes. No short skirts, please!

Recital Demeanor

We look forward to sharing the students’ progress and musical achievements with you at our Student
Recitals. Please wait until the applause ends before entering or leaving a performance space
during recitals, turn off cell phones and beepers, and do not use cameras with flash bulbs to
photograph students during their performances. This will allow performers and audience alike to
maintain maximum levels of concentration. We strongly encourage students and parents not to leave
a group recital immediately following an individual performance, but to remain until the end of the

recital and support the other student performers.
Please do not seat very young children in front rows; their normal movements are distracting to
performers. If you think that your youngsters are unable to sit quietly for the entire program, please

find seats near the back of the Auditorium, from which you may leave quietly if they become restless.

Food and drink are NOT permitted in recitals, concerts and Master Classes.

Your cooperation is sincerely appreciated.

Photographs and Videos
Please note that photos or videos of group classes or ensembles are NOT permitted.
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Cancellations and Makeups

Missed Lessons
Absentee and make-up lesson lists posted on the upper right corner of the 2nd floor Bulletin Board are

updated daily.
Missed Lessons/Cancellations

1. Private lessons are not made up except for:

1 lliness, if the School is notified by 10:00am the day of the lesson on weekdays The School must
be notified by 9:00 am for Saturday lessons scheduled at or after 10:00 am. For lessons
scheduled before 10:00 am on Saturday, a message must be left on the School’s answering
machine by 8:00 am. Only three absences a year will be made up.

M Non-extracurricular mandatory academic school events, if a week’s notice is given.

9 Lessons cancelled by a teacher.

9 Lessons missed when the School is closed due to weather conditions (see weather closing

information below).
2. Scheduled makeup lessons cancelled by the student cannot be rescheduled.
3. If makeup lessons are offered twice but refused, the lesson will be considered made up.

4. No musicianship or Suzuki classes are made up except those cancelled by the teacher.

Promptness = Progress

Please make every effort to arrive on time for lessons and classes. The minutes lost due to tardiness

will not be made up by the faculty.

Be certain to bring everything that your teacher requires. Precious minutes of valuable lesson or class

time are wasted because a music score or theory notebook has been left at home.
Musicianship Class Attendance

Please note that students will not be permitted to continue in a musicianship class if absent for five

weeks in succession.
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Withdrawals and Refunds

Withdrawal from individual instruction and request for tuition refund must be submitted in writing to
the Executive Director. Tuition paid is fully refunded if the School receives notification of student
withdrawal 10 or more business days before the first lesson. If notice is received less than 10 business
days before the first lesson, a $100 withdrawal fee will apply. Notification after the first week of the
semester (before second lesson) will result in charges for the first lesson and a 50% refund of the
deposit. For withdrawal prior to the sixth lesson of the semester, the student receives a refund for the
remaining lessons of the semester minus a two-lesson surcharge. There are no refunds for withdrawal
after six lessons, and the student is responsible for the balance of the semester’s tuition. In the case of
moving or prolonged illness, refunds are pro-rated on an individual basis, minus the two-lesson

surcharge.

Weather Closings

In the event of inclement weather or weather related concerns:

M Check the home page of the School’s website (www.hbms.org).
Visit Hoff-Barthelson’s Facebook Page.
Call the School at 914-723-1169 and listen to the outgoing message.
Watch the scroll on News 12.

Check www.lohud.com.

=A =4 =4 =4 4

Assuming the weather hasn’t knocked out our electricity — you'll get an email as well!

Guidance and Questions about Making the Most of Your
and/or Your Child’s Hoff-Barthelson Experience

If you have questions about your child’s progress throughout the year, need advice about practice
challenges or need any other guidance during your child’s musical education, we’re here for you!
Please contact us at (914)723-1169 and we will be happy to make an appointment for you to speak

with one of our Deans.
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HB Artist Series

Hoff-Barthelson Music School is extremely proud of its unusually distinguished faculty, and is
delighted to present them on our HB Faculty Artist Series. It is always a joy to experience the
excitement these faculty performances generate among the students of the teachers who are
performing, and we encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to hear exceptional music-

making. HB students are welcome at all recitals free-of-charge.

Library and Parent Lounge

The Library and Parent Lounge are located on the second floor. The Library is a quiet zone, reserved

for students doing homework.

Music Resource Center

The MRC is a music reference library containing books, music, music magazines and catalogs, CDs, CD
ROMs, computer software, videotapes and audiotapes. Books and videotapes may be borrowed by

faculty, enrolled students and their parents.
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